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Chaptar 3 Actuatly Accomplishing Something [' 9

O comprre every Mas commes with somie seftware Vor exaimple ench M
commes with the Syste s software fop whitte Happy disks or ona C1)) fhint 1
preeeds fow 8 cownn internmt ose I comes with some miniprogeams, e the
Cateatntenm st Che Menve Padd o alled ddosk o eossopies Pt none of this free
software will mske youn very proshoas Vive oncthe day yon set g your computey

Softwanre tor thie mmos part ds expensive The most propribar Ma word

preoc essing pragenm . for example 18 Microsaolt Word, and it goes for alyont
30018 yom plan o de pamber crone g, over 99 percent of Mac users nse
the spreadahiect Micrasolt Vel Canethiey $500) Want a datahnse for hane
dling order forms teacking phone calls, and creating merged form letters?
Check aut the fantastic FileMaker Pro Garaund 8200) CTry, try not to locus
on the fact that what you pet for that maoney is o 50 cent disk and a 83
manuasl )

There are lower priced alternatives, of course I you really want to do your
hamework, read a few recent lssues of the Mac magazines for some guid
ance. WordPerfect for example, is an excellent, easytouse word processing
program, and iCs about 8150 1t can even exchange files with Microsoft Word,
Linfortunately, you may feel a little Lit left out with one of the underdog
programs, since almost all the talk, help, and articles will he about the big
three ( Ward, Fxce), and FileMaker )

It you don't much care about being in the vanguard, you can get alot of
prower in the form of an integrated program like ClarisWorks — which comes
already installed on some Mac models, For the cost of a single program, you
get several programs mashed into one: word processor, database, spread-
sheet drawing program, and so on. (See Chapter 7, “A Whaole Big Chapter on
ClarisWorks.”)

In any case, you definitely need a word processor. Most people could use an
address book program like Now Contact and a calendar/reminder program
like Now UptoDate. And then there are graphics: if you want to draw or
paint, read Chapter 6 for some explanations and suggestions,

Where to get it

There are twao places to huy software via mail order and at a store, Unfortu-
pately as vou il guickly discover today's computer stores generally offer a
pathietically small selection of Macintosh software. On the other hand, mail
order compantes offer thousands of choices, grve much bigeer discounts,
take returne alter vou ve opened the box and don't charee sales tax And, of
conurse, you don t have to lire ap the old Volvo  You get vonr staff delivered
1o yevar foar by the next day (the overnight shipping e Ciluallv 48
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